
 

MARSHBROOK NEWSLETTER 
School contacts: 

Head Teacher: Mrs. D. Spiers at school or by e-mail : 

headteacher@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk  

Website: http///www.marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Whilst still higher than during the first lockdown, I’m very pleased to see that numbers 

of Covid-19 cases in Penkridge and Acton Trussell have halved over the last few weeks – 

thankfully, the lockdown seems to be having a big impact.  Hopefully, it won’t be too 

much longer until everybody is back in school! 

 

Well done to everybody who’s keeping up with the remote learning, even if you’re just 

managing to get the maths and English done, that’s great. Next week is half term, so the 

teachers will not be planning or delivering lessons for that week.  You may just want a 

well-earned rest, but if you are still keen to continue with online learning, here are some 

links to activities and resources the children can access at home. 

Bug Club for reading (R-Y4) 

Sumdog (Y1-4) 

TTRockstars (Y2-4) 

Education City (R-Y4) 

CBeebies Half Term Activities 

100 activity ideas to do indoors during lockdown 

 

Thanks once again for your continued support, 

Dawn Spiers 

 

Reminder–Monday 22nd February is an INSET day, so school will be closed to all pupils. 

 
Issues with Phones and Alternative Contact for Critical Workers 

We have been having some local attacks on our network recently, which has been causing 
some problems with our phones.  If you need to get in touch with school, please leave a 
message or if it is an emergency and you need to speak to someone immediately, please 
phone 07951693629.  This number can also be used when children are in before and after 
school club. 
 

Before and After School Club Sessions for after half-term 
If you are a critical worker whose child is attending school and you require before and after school sessions 
next half term, please ensure that you complete a booking form and return it before half term.  Sessions 
must be pre-booked.  We are not taking ad-hoc, one off, late or last minute bookings at the current time.  This 
is because the registers are generated in advance and for track and trace purposes, it is imperative that the 
registers are accurate.  Booking forms can be found on the school website. 
Once we have date that all pupils can return to school, we will send out booking forms for everybody else.  

Retirement 
Phil Tapp will be retiring from his role as Chief Executive Officer of Penk Valley Academy Trust 

the summer. We would like to wish him all the best for his retirement. 
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Remote Learning Questionnaire 

Thank you to everybody who has completed the remote learning questionnaire.  If you 

haven’t had the chance to complete it yet, but want to, the closing date is Wednesday 

10th February. 

Recording of live sessions 
To be able to make sessions accessible and available to all and to safeguard children and staff, some 
live sessions are recorded as part of our obligation to provide education and remote learning.  These 
recordings will not be used for any other purposes and will only be kept for the duration of the 
pandemic.  

Free School Meals over Half Term - Update 
Following the Government’s announcement that schools will not continue to provide free school meal 
vouchers over half term, Staffordshire County Council (SCC) have announced that they will be using some 
of the Winter Food Grant to provide families of children who are in receipt of benefits-related Free School 
Meals (FSM) with a £15.00 eVoucher for the February Half Term! Staffordshire County Council, will provide 
the vouchers to families via schools. 

Half Term Activity Ideas and Competitions 
Bottle Moments https://www.bottlemoments.com/ Children have to complete 3 drawings of what 

they are looking forward to most when lockdown is over. There is a competition if they want to 

enter, they can have the chance to have their artwork printed on a mug and presented to them 

by Good Morning Britain host, Ben Shephard. 

Visit https://www.ase.org.uk/competitions-engage-pupils-during-lockdown to find several science 

activities and competitions for children aged 4-11 

https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning/family-activities has a range of fun, hands-on activities 

for families to do at home. 

Children can put their inventing skills to the test through 

https://www.littleinventors.org/collections/ There are lots of competitions to enter 

 

Here are some links to keep the children active over half term 
GYMNASTICS - (Age 3-7) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNmBHZRv7Rg  
CATCHING & THROWING - (Age 3-7) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUqn_lPcf8I  
YOGA - (Age 5-8) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml5VFinA6iQ - Cosmic kids  
FITNESS - (Age 4+) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDosfnlHqAc  
PHYSICAL CHALLENGES https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAsTpX3rJjk  
CRICKET GAME - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E09nwNrlHnE (Use sock balls if you’re inside!)  
COOL CATCHER - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7lr3r6GuIw  
BALL SKILLS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vymdy8w7Br8 - (Catching challenges)  
MOVING FOR FITNESS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSO73E835Pk&t=20s – Jump start Jonny 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDosfnlHqAc - Telling the time with exercise 
Safeguarding 
 

Marshbrook is taking part in a project that runs jointly between schools and Staffordshire Police.  

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to the start of the next school day, when a 

child or young person has experienced, any domestic abuse. 

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the school staff, (Designated Safeguarding 

Lead), is trained to allow them to liaise with the police and to use the information that has been 

shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school is able to make provision for possible 

difficulties experienced by children, or their families, who have been experienced a domestic 

abuse incident. 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and we believe this will be 

extremely beneficial for all those involved. 
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                        Children’s Mental Health Week 2021 

Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week. Place2Be has created activities and resources to 

help children (and adults) to explore the different ways that they can share their thoughts, 

feelings and ideas. 

There are lots of resources on the Children’s Mental Health Week website that you can use with 

your child at home; 

 

Supporting your child through lockdown 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/ provides a wealth of advice and support for 

parents around what to do if your child is struggling and ideas for supporting your child as well as 

a helpline for parents if you need it. 
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